U.S. Department of Education
Agreement for Raceto the Top Assessment
Grant Application Reviewers

Disclosur e of I nformation

I understand that the Department is the sole owawed, retains full control, of the records that |
receive, review, and generate in my role as a ppéewer in the Race to the Top Assessment grant
review process. | agree not to disseminate anly seerords or to disclose any information contained
in such records to any outside party.

I understand that the Department plans to discilem®rds and information pertaining to this
competition, to the extent such disclosure is peeahiby law and will not compromise the integrity
of the process or the Department’s deliberations.

| understand that any documents or other recoralsltmay receive, review, or generate as a peer
reviewer may be records subject to disclosure umitlerFreedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5
U.S.C. 8552). | understand that such records reagxlempt from disclosure under FOIA and that the
Department exclusively holds the right to deterniimtally what records, if any, will be disclos¢al

the public and when, pursuant to FOIA.

I understand that at the conclusion of the comipatithe Department will make public the names of
peer reviewers for the competition, and also thalftechnical review forms (TRF) that | complete
for each application. | understand that to presdhe integrity of the Department’s deliberative
process the Department will generally not idenéifyindividual peer reviewer name with particular
applications or TRFs.

Confidentiality and Integrity of the Review Process

| agree to protect the confidentiality and integof the review process in all respects. Spedlfica
until 1 receive explicit, written permission fromg Department to do otherwise:

« | will not announce, confirm, or disclose my seiaatto the public as a peer reviewer for the
Race to the Top Assessment competition, until thepddtment officially releases that
information.

* 1 will not contact any party, including the origtoa of an application, concerning the contents of
an application, or engage in any discussions ragamdace to the Top Assessment competition
with outside individuals, including individuals whmwepared or were involved in the preparation
of any Race to the Top Assessment application.

* | will not talk to the press or any other mediarseuabout my involvement as a peer reviewer.

» | will not read draft or final applications thatreortia may have posted online or otherwise seek
information about Race to the Top Assessment agiics while serving as a peer reviewer.



I will protect the confidentiality of the applicatis and Department documents related to the
Race to the Top Assessment competition. | wiletpkecautions to ensure that these documents
are not disclosed, and are not lost or mispla¢eat.instance, | will not read documents out in the
open (e.g., on public transportation, or in a a@ffdop), | will not scan or duplicate such
documents, or load such documents onto a computer.

| agree not to discuss the information, conceptsl, grocedures contained in the applications
outside of the designated reviewer rooms both duand after the review process. | further
agree to discuss them only with the panel memlwerspetition managers and other appropriate
Department staff and to discuss them only in theteed of and under the procedures for
application review.

| agree to follow the written instructions providegthe Department for completing the TRFs.

| agree to comply with all instructions from the g2etment concerning the maintenance, use and
disposition of all applications and related docuteenAt the conclusion of the review process, |
agree that | will not retain any originals, coptggdocuments or parts of documents, and electronic
files related to this review, including any noteattwere taken on any/all applications that | have
received or reviewed.

I will ensure that no other person has accessa@tant applications (this includes ensuring that n
other person has access to the software or my pagsw identification number or can study the
computer screen while | enter scores and comments).

I will not allow others to enter my comments or ®into the electronic system unless | have a
disability and need assistive services of othesqes.

Conflict of Interest

| certify to the best of my knowledge that | do hawe a conflict of interest with respect to anyhef
applications being considered for this competition.

| understand that | will be considered to have raflaz of interest when |, or certain individualedaentities
with whom | have a relationship, have a finanamérest in the outcome of this competition.

For example, | will have a direct conflict of ingst in this competition if:

| have agreed to serve as an employee or consultaotherwise provide assistance or advice, on
any project for which funding is being sought iry &ace to the Top Assessment application, or
have been offered the opportunity to do so, ane Ima¢ yet accepted or declined, based on
whether a grant is awarded;

| otherwise have personal financial interests Wilitbe affected by the outcome of the Race to
the Top Assessment grant competition; or

| helped prepare one or more applications in theeRa the Top Assessment grant competition,
even if | do not have a financial interest in thibkcome of the competition.

I will also have a conflict of interest if certagmtities or individuals | have a relationship whigve a
financial interest in the outcome of the competitiBor example, | will have a conflict of interésany
of the following would benefit financially in anyay from an application in the competition being
funded:



* My spouse, my child, a member of my household hgrralative with whom | have a close
relationship;

* Any employer | have served within the last 12 menthy business partner; an organization that |
have served as an officer, director or trusteeiwitie last 12 months; or an organization that |
serve as an active volunteer;

* Any person or organization with whom | am negotigtor have an arrangement concerning
future employment; or

» Any professional associate — including any colleageientific mentor, or student — with whom |
am currently conducting research or other profesdiactivities or with whom | have conducted
such activities within the last twelve months.

The above is a list of examples; it is not exhaestlherefore, | will also promptly notify the appriate
program official if | become aware of any othercamstances that might cause someone to question my
impartiality in serving as a reviewer for this cogtiion. | further agree to promptly notify the appriate
program official if, while reviewing the applicatis assigned to me, | discover that | may have #icoaf
interest.

In addition, | certify and/or understand that dlthee following statements:

1) lam not currently an employee of a State Educatiéigency (SEA).

2) | am not otherwise aware of any circumstances rtiight cause a reasonable person with
knowledge of the relevant facts to question my irtighity in serving as a reviewer for this
competition.

3) Attached to this document are my responses toicboflinterest questions that | provided to
the Department in writing or in discussions withpaegment officials prior to my selection as
a peer reviewer. | have reviewed these respomasesio the best of my knowledge, these
responses are accurate.

4) Based on information | have provided or may proxddeng the review, the Department may
have determined or will determine that | am disifieal from reviewing applications. If
applicable, | understand that | may not be perahitteparticipate as a reviewer.

5) | will promptly notify the appropriate program afial if | become aware of any other
circumstances that might cause someone to quastiampartiality in serving as a reviewer
for this competition. | further agree to promptigtify the panel monitor or other appropriate
program official if, while reviewing the applicatie assigned to me, | discover that | may
have a direct or indirect conflict of interest poeviously identified.

Agreement on Scope of Work

A. Before reviewing and scoring any application, |lwghrefully read all instructions to
reviewers, priorities, regulations, criteria, fregtly asked questions, and the technical
review form, all of which will be made availablerwe by the appropriate program official;

B. | will carefully review and score all applicatiopsovided to me;

C. 1 will score each application solely on its contamd the degree to which the application
meets the appropriate priorities and criteria;



D. | understand that applications are made availableetr reviewers solely for the purpose of
reviewing those applications against the seleatrgeria of the grant program;

E. | will complete a technical review form for eachpfipation, which includes recording the
scores, writing comments to justify the scores, andmitting the scores electronically, as
instructed by Department officials; and

F. 1 understand the importance of providing though#iudl constructive comments justifying my
scoring of applications.

By signing below, | acknowledge and agree to thmgeoutlined in this agreement. | understand and
recognize that the Department reserves the righermove me from serving as a peer reviewer in the
event that | violate a term of this agreement ordésqualified from service due to a conflict.

Printed or Typed Name of Reviewer Signature of Reviewer

Date



